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Support the Home Learning 
Environment

1. Help parents and guardians
2. Harness the power of having children 

connect with extended family and friends
3. Use and point to quality media (digital 

and print)



1. Helping parents and guardians

- Connecting with parents & providing 
them tools
- Ready4K 
- Bright by Text
- Ready Rosie



An example: ReadyRosie



1. Helping parents and guardians

- Text messages to parents 
- Ready4K, Bright by Text, Ready Rosie

- Delivery of art supplies
- GoFundMe example in Briya School in D.C.



Briya School in DC:  GoFundMe for supplies

This article and others can be found at: 

https://www.newamerica.org/
education-policy/ . See our special 
section: 

https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/collections/covid-19s-impact-education-and-workforce-policy/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/collections/covid-19s-impact-education-and-workforce-policy/


1. Helping parents and guardians

- Text messages to parents 
- Ready4K, Bright by Text, Ready Rosie

- Delivery of art supplies
- GoFundMe example in Briya School in D.C.

- Ideas for playful activities
- PBS Parents daily newsletter



www.pbs.org/parents/pbskidsdaily

https://www.pbs.org/parents/pbskidsdaily




1. Helping parents and guardians

- Text messages to parents 
- Ready4K, Bright by Text, Ready Rosie

- Delivery of art supplies
- GoFundMe example in Briya School in D.C.

- Ideas for playful activities
- PBS Parents daily newsletter

- Lowering anxiety over “screen time”
-Choosing quality media via the Three C’s



The Three C’s

● Content
● Context
● Child

Research tells us that the quality of the content, the positive 
nature of the context, and the needs of the individual child 
are more important than simple measures of time. 

Context includes whether a child is co-engaged with a sibling 
or parent, whether screenmedia use happens before bedtime 
or at the dinner table, and much more 



Harness the power of remote connectivity 
with family and friends 

- Playing online games together or 
“Zooming” or using FaceTime while 
playing offline games together

- Creating and sharing photos, videos, 
“movie trailers”

- Hybrid online-offline activities like 
scavenger hunts 

- Reading together & listening to books





Pointing to Quality Media 
(The 1st C of the 3C’s:  Content)

- New curators: WideOpenSchool.org, 
LearningKeepsGoing.org

- More: Common Sense Media, Scott Traylor’s 
list on Medium.com 

- Sorting the curators: See TapClickRead.org’s 
checklist

- Choosing apps via the E-AIMS Model from 
Zero to Three



Find at www.tapclickread.org



What to Avoid: Flashcard Literacy

Flickr photo by Tory; Creative Commons license



https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/technology-and-media



Pointing to Quality Media (continued) 
So many good options

- Virtual field trips via local zoos’ websites, CK-12’s 
science materials for kindergartners (OER)

- Public libraries’ websites for downloads
- PBS & KQED’s resources for home-based 

learning 
- Wonderopolis
- Google’s 3D Animals
- Scratch Jr
- and so many more



This video webinar is 
led by Beth Poss, 
Educational 
Consultant and 
special education 
administrator for 
Montgomery County 
Public Schools in 
Maryland.  

Find it on YouTube 
and through the 
Center on Disability 
and Technology  
(CDT) at  
https://www.ctdinstitut
e.org/library/early-chil
dhood

https://www.ctdinstitute.org/library/early-childhood
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/library/early-childhood
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/library/early-childhood


One last note: This 
isn’t forever. 

Someday before 
too long, our 
playgrounds will 
be filled with kids 
again. 

Can’t wait!

@LisaGuernsey 
(on Twitter)
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